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Monday 7" September 2026
Dear Parent/Carer,

| would like to extend a very warm welcome to you all as we begin a new school year at
Beech Grove. | hope that you have enjoyed a wonderful summer break, filled with
opportunities to relax, spend time together and make special memories.

A particularly warm welcome goes to all of our new families joining our school community.
We are delighted to have you with us and look forward to getting to know you and helping
your child feel happy, settled and part of the Beech Grove family.

The start of a new school year is always an exciting time, bringing new opportunities,
experiences and challenges. We also recognise that it can be a time of change and that
some children may feel a little nervous about returning to school, moving into a new year
group, meeting a new teacher or joining us for the first time. Please be assured that our
staff are here to provide support, encouragement and reassurance.

If your child is feeling worried about returning to school, you may find the following
information helpful, with some useful suggestions for supporting children with back-to-
school worries: https://childmind.org/article/back-school-anxiety/

During these first few weeks, our focus will be on helping all children settle into their new
routines, build positive relationships and feel confident in their new classes.

We will continue to focus on the values that make Beech Grove such a special place to
learn and grow. Our school values of Respect, Resilience, Responsibility, Aspiration,
Courage and Kindness guide the way we treat one another and approach our learning.

We encourage all children to show respect for themselves, others and the world around
them; to develop resilience when faced with challenges; and to take responsibility for their
choices and actions. We want our children to have the aspiration to achieve their very
best, the courage to try new things and the kindness to support those around them.

These values are reflected in our three school rules: Be Ready, Be Respectful and Be
Safe. By following these every day, we can ensure that Beech Grove remains a happy,
welcoming and positive environment where every child can thrive.

As we look ahead to the new school year, please take a few minutes to read the
information below:
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https://childmind.org/article/back-school-anxiety/

Welcome meetings
We would like to invite you to attend a welcome meeting, in the school hall, at 3.45pm on
the following days:

Owls, Kestrels and Badgers — Monday 7" September
Otters, Foxes — Wednesday 9" September
Ducks, Seals — Thursday 10" September

This is an opportunity for you to meet your child’s teacher and find out key information for
the year ahead.

Curriculum newsletters

Our curriculum newsletters explain what your child will be learning each term. The autumn
term newsletter will be emailed out to you, but it can also be found on our website under
the ‘Curriculum’ tab.

Punctuality and school attendance

We would like to remind families of the important role that regular attendance and good
punctuality play in children’s learning, wellbeing and confidence. Every day at school
provides valuable opportunities for children to learn new skills, build friendships, take part
in activities and develop as individuals. By making attendance a priority from the very start
of the year, you are helping your child to make the most of every opportunity to learn and
develop.

We understand that there are times when children are unwell and that some absences are
unavoidable. However, we ask all families to carefully consider the impact of missed
school days and to help us ensure that every child has the opportunity to be present,
engaged and successful.

Please see the chart below as a reminder of what we are aiming for - of course, we want
every child to be in the green!

Above | Less than 6 days absence a year excellent attendance! These pupils will
97% almost certainly get the best grades they can, leading to better prospects for the
future. Pupils will also get into a habit of attending school regularly.

95-96% | Between 7 - 9 days absence a year. These pupils are likely to achieve good
grades and form a habit of attending school regularly. However, improvement is
needed to make sure this happens.

Between 11- and 17-days absence a year These pupils are at risk of missing a
significant amount of learning. If your child’s attendance falls into this category:
» you may be invited to a meeting with a member of the leadership team to
determine if there are any issues preventing your child from attending school
regularly

* we may write to you again to request medical evidence to authorise any future
absences

At least 19 days absence a year. The Government classes pupils in this group
as ‘Persistent Absentees.’ Parents of pupils in this group may be referred to
the Educational Welfare Officer, and/or may receive a Penalty Notice or legal
action taken by the Local Authority.



https://beechgroveprimaryschool.org.uk/Curriculum-Newsletters/

Please ensure your child is in school no later than 8.55am each day. The gates are locked
at this time and registers are taken. We operate a ‘soft start’ each morning, which means
children can come into class from 8.45am.

We strongly encourage this slightly earlier arrival, as it gives children time to put away their
belongings, say hello to their teacher and friends, and settle into their morning task. We
find this makes such a difference to children’s readiness for learning and helps them begin
the day feeling calm and prepared.

If your child is late to school for any reason, please sign them in at the school office and
share the reason for their late arrival with the office team.

Working together

We know that children achieve their best when school and families work closely together.
We greatly value the support, communication and partnership we have with our parents
and carers.

Throughout the year, we encourage you to keep in touch with us and share any
information that may help us support your child. If you have any questions, concerns or
celebrations you would like to share, please do speak with a member of staff.

Uniform

It is our policy that all children wear school uniform when attending school, or when
participating in school-organised events outside normal hours. We believe that wearing a
school uniform gives pupils a sense of belonging, is practical and smart, reinforces a
positive work ethos and reduces costs for parents and carers. Please click here for a
reminder of our uniform requirements.

Please may | draw your attention, in particular, to our PE kit expectations: children must
not wear leggings — it is green or black joggers or shorts only. Thank you for your support
with this.

Snacks and lunch boxes

You may be aware that we are a ‘healthy eating school’ and, as such, do not permit
sweets, chocolate or sugary/fizzy drinks to be brought into school. The ideal snack for
morning break is a piece of fruit. Here is a link to some information you may find useful
when trying to make healthy lunchbox choices: https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-
families/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes/

We hope the first few days back go smoothly for everyone. We are excited for the year
ahead and look forward to welcoming back our children and new families to Beech Grove.
Together, we can make it a great year for every child.

Best wishes

Claire Joyce
Headteacher
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