
 

 

 
 
History Autumn 1:  
Vocabulary:  eye-witness, past, significance, chronological, 
timeline, monarchy, sources; directions, symbols, route, record, 
represent 
 
In history, our first topic is ‘The Great Fire of London’. Before half 
term, we will look at the historical background to the Great Fire 
of London, explore how the fire has started and spread, and 
what impact it had on the life in 17th century – and our lives 
now. Children will learn about what happened in 1666 and why 
and how it is significant to today, with the changes regarding the 
fire brigade. They will learn about how we know about the fire 
and write diary entries as if they were an eyewitness, like Samuel 
Pepys.  
 
History Autumn 2:  
Vocabulary:  significant, famous, legacy, pioneer, change, 
continuity, national, international                                                                               
 
After half term, the children will build on their understanding of 
significant people by learning about the two nurses who 
changed hospitals in the past. We will explore the lives of 
Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole in order to learn how an 
individual’s legacy can shape the way we live today. 
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Writing: 
Vocabulary: characters, description, adjectives, 
adverbs, verbs, nouns, similes, a sentence of three 
 
In English, we will commence our year by focusing 
on writing accurate and correct sentences. We will 
be learning about the position of words in a 
sentence, for example learning that the verb 
follows a noun in a basic sentence, and that we 
can add other nouns or adjectives to expand this 
basic structure.  
Year one children will focus on the word groups 
(nouns and verbs) and on sitting the letters neatly 
on the line. Year two children will be extending 
their sentences by adding adjectives and adverbs.  
 
After half term, we will look at a fantastic book 
called ‘Dear Mother Goose’ with a view to writing 
our own letter to a nursery rhyme character. The 
children will have a chance to show off their 
knowledge of sentence writing by creating their 
own responses to this fantastic picture book. 
 
Reading & Spelling: 
The children are taking home RWI books which are 
aligned with the content taught in class. Children 
will need to read at home and aloud 3 times each 
week in order to gain the fluency needed in KS1. 
RWI programme will continue in Year 2 until 
Christmas. After that, the children will choose 
post-decodable books from the class library. They 
will commence reading comprehension lessons 
three times a week, based on Re-Thinking Reading 
programme. 

 

Welcome to the new school year! We hope you 

have all had a great summer.  

This newsletter explains what your child will be 

learning this term. If you have any questions at 

all, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with us. 

Please do come along to our ‘Welcome to KS1’ 

meeting on Thursday 10th September at 3.40pm 

in the school hall.                                                                              

Best wishes,  

Mrs Blake, Miss Gurraci and Miss Collins 
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Spellings in Year 2 continue to be linked to our 
whole school RWI spelling programme which 
children will bring home weekly. A new spelling 
rule is taught every Thursday and built upon within 
the week. The spellings will include a mixture of 
phonically decodable and common exception 
words. It is important that the children practice 
these at home several times before the spelling 
test. 
 
In Year 1, we commence the teaching of spelling 
from the most commonly used exception words 
after half term. We will have a spelling test every 
Thursday, where the children will attempt to beat 
their PB (personal best).  
 
 

 
Art & Design – Working in 3D  
 

In Art and Design, we will have an exciting opportunity to  
to explore architecture. We start with an exploration of 
architects and some of the ways they work, and pupils then go 
on to create their own architectural model. We are hoping to 
create models of the houses in London in 1666 but who knows 
where the imagination takes us? 
 

 
Computing:  
This term, we will start by learning about technology around us. 
The children will identify and name parts of a computer and 
learn how to use them. We will learn to type in our logins in 
order to access the school network. 
 
Our online safety unit is: ‘I am kind and responsible’. This will 
look at safe behaviours online, safe searching and what to do if 
something worries you online.  
 
Religious Education:  
In RE, we will spend half the term learning the Christian creation 
story and then looking at Christmas as a time of celebration. Our 
lessons will explore 2 key questions this term:  
 
1) Does God want Christians to look after the world?  
2) What gifts might Christians in my town have given Jesus if he 
had been born here rather than Bethlehem?  

Our regular Christian visitors will support the children’s learning. 
We will be taking part in ‘Christingle’ at a local church and 
inviting you to our nativity performance in December. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Maths: 
Vocabulary: tens, ones, place value, equal, more, 
fewer, partition, consecutive, odd and even, digit, 
one and two-digit numbers, multiples, add, 
subtract, difference, addend, total 
 

As mathematicians, Year 1 children will revise their 
learning from reception, including subitising. Then 
we will move on to our mastery maths curriculum, 
where the children will study number and number 
systems to 20, building up to 50 and 100. They will 
count on and back, place numbers on a hundred 
square and in a linear arrangement. The children 
will explore the composition of numbers and 
compare them using the following signs:  <  >  =  
 
Year 2 children will study the number system to 
100, including composition and place value. They 
will explore addition and subtraction of one- and 
two-digit numbers, using their knowledge of tens 
and ones, number bonds and facts to ten and 
twenty and other speedy strategies. Our maths 
lessons will continue to follow our ‘Concrete, 
Pictorial, Abstract’ (CPA) approach to teaching 
maths by including a range of concrete resources 
and pictorial and abstract representations. Talk 
will continue to be important in our lessons with 
children being given time to clearly explain how 
they got to an answer and what they think.  

 



 
Science Autumn 1: Animals including humans 
Vocabulary: 
Y1: Characteristic, cold-/warm-blooded, mammal, 
reptile, amphibian, carnivore, omnivore, herbivore. 
Y2: Offspring, lifecycle, limbs, reproduce, energy, 
air (oxygen), temperature, hygiene, mental health. 
 

As scientists, Year 1 and 2 will start the term 
exploring and comparing the differences between 
groups of creatures in the animal kingdom. We will 
also learn about humans as mammals.  
 
Science Autumn 2: Materials 
Vocabulary 
Y1: Properties, material, opaque/transparent, 
absorbent/not absorbent. 
Y2: Property, material, object, suitability, purpose, 
solid, fair test. 
 
Later on in the term, the children will explore the 
differences between an object and the materials 
from which it is made. They will work scientifically 
and carry out some tests to check properties of 
materials.  
 

 
Music:  
Vocabulary:  
Mood, tempo, dynamics, rhythm, timbre, dot notation 
Our weekly music lessons will continue to be taught by Mrs 
Blake who will be following our music curriculum. The children 
will explore listening and appraising as well as singing and adding 
instruments to create an effect. Our units include the ‘Cat and 
Mouse’, where the children will learn about rhythm and tempo. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Jigsaw/PSHE:  
Our two topics this term are: ‘Being me in my world’ and 
‘Celebrating difference.’ We will look at our family structures 
and how all families are different. We will explore what is 
important to us and celebrate that this might not be the same as 
our friends. This will link into our unit after half term where we 
will recognise the diverse world we live in and celebrate the 
differences we have in our class and school. 
 
 

PE:  
Ducks Class will have their PE sessions on 
Thursdays with Miss Guarraci and on Fridays with 
Mr P.   
 
Seals Class will have their PE 
with Miss Collins on 
Thursdays and with Mr P on 
Fridays. 
 
All Classes will follow our 
Real PE scheme and this 
term, will cover units on co-
ordination, static and 
dynamic balance and agility.  
 

 
How you can help your child at home:  
 
Reading: Please support your child to read daily at home by either encouraging them to read independently, listening 
to them read or sharing a book with them. Please talk to us if you feel your child needs extra support with reading at 

home: perhaps they have not found the right book yet       We recommend children read at least 3 times a week, more 
if it is possible to fit into your family routines. A little simple advice on how to help your child read decodable phonics 
books can be found in this clip: Parents: how to listen to your child read a Read Write Inc. Storybook. This clip gives 
you some ideas of how to engage reluctant readers: Struggling readers - Oxford Owl. 
 
Spellings: Supporting your child with their weekly spellings will help with their writing. Children are tested on their 
spelling homework every week. Please make the practice fun at home, by using any of those visuals spelling strategies: 
rainbow writing; word pyramid; ‘look, say, cover, write, check’ routine; LEGO spellings (please see examples overleaf). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=07DruIKFsKw
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/struggling-readers/


 
 
 

 
 
Time tables and number bonds: In Year 2, the children will start using ‘Times Table Rock Stars’ to become fluent in 
multiplication tables and the related division facts. The logins will be given out shortly. Until then, please continue to 
use NUMBOTS to keep up the fluency with number bonds, addition and subtraction. The logins for Year 1s will be 
prepared and shared with the children.  
 
https://play.numbots.com  
https://play.ttrockstars.com 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/7-11-years/times-tables 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers/ks1-maths-collection/z6v4scw  
 

 
Special events:  

• Tuesday 10th September – meet the 
teacher drop in, taking place in classrooms 

• Thursday 10th September – Welcome to 
KS1 meeting for all year 1 and 2 parents. 
School hall at 3.40pm.  

• 22nd September – KS1 phonics workshop 
for parents 3.30 in Robins 

• 13th October – school photos 

• Wednesday and Thursday 13th and 14th 
October parents’ evenings 

• Thursday 22nd Harvest Festival 

• Thursday 3rd December - Florence 
Nightingale and Mary Seacole history 
workshop in school  

• Wednesday 9th December – Christingle 

• Thursday 10th December – Christmas 
Jumper day and Christmas dinner 

• Tuesday 15th December – 10.00am Nativity 
performance for parents 

• Wednesday 16th December – 2.15pm 
Nativity performance for parents 

 

 
General reminders:  

• Please follow our uniform policy to make sure the 
children wear correct uniform on a daily basis, including 
the correct shoes.  

• Reading books and journals should be in school every 
day.   

• PE kit should be kept in school until half term. Please 
follow the PE uniform policy accurately. 

• The uniform policy can be found on our website: 
https://beechgroveprimaryschool.org.uk/Information/Sc
hool-uniform/ 

• No toys, fiddle toys, pencil cases etc to be in school, 
unless agreed with Miss Eades.  

 
 

------------------------------------THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT----------------------------------------- 
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