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Welcome to the Autumn Term!

Welcome back to a new school year. We hope you had a
lovely summer break. We are very excited for the year
ahead and look forward to meeting you at our, ‘Meet the
Teacher’ meeting on Wednesday 9™ September at 3.40pm
in Otters Class.

In this newsletter, you'll find an outline of the topics your
child will be exploring over the coming weeks, along with
important information to help you stay up to date and
involved. If you have any questions or would like further
details, please feel free to get in touch.

Mrs Warren, Mrs Martin and Miss Stephens

Writing:
Vocabulary: Character, Setting, Creature, Narrative, Description,
Explanation, Information, Fact, Diagram, Label, Audience, Paragraph,

Vocabulary, Edit, Improve, Publish.
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Following this, we will enjoy The
Disgusting Sandwich by Gareth
Edwards, using this humorous story to explore character,
sequencing and descriptive language.

by Jenny Nimmo, where children will
investigate narrative features, create
their own imaginative creatures and

write engaging stories.
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Later in the
term, we will read How Santa Really
Works by Alan S ow, exploring the

developing our ability to organise information clearly for the

features of explanation texts and

reader.
Throughout the term, children will continue to develop their
reading, writing, grammar and vocabulary skills through a range

of.exciting.and.purpnoseful.activities
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1 We will then move on to The Beasties

Maths:
Vocabulary: Partitioning, Column Addition/Subtraction, Thousands
Hundreds, Right Angle, Perimeter, Horizontal, Vertical,

Year 2

As mathematicians, we will begin by exploring numbers
from 10 to 100, developing our understanding of place
value and learning to compare, order and represent
numbers. We will then focus on calculation within 20, using
a range of mental and practical strategies to solve additidn
and subtraction problems. Later, we will apply these skills
to add and subtract two-digit numbers, building
confidence, accuracy and fluency in our calculations.

Year 3
As mathematicians, we will begin the term by developing
our understanding of addition and subtraction across 10,

—

using practical resources and pictorial methods to suppo
mental and written calculations.

We will then explore numbers to 1,000, learning to read,
write, represent, compare, and order numbers while
strengthening our understanding of place value.

Later in the term, we will focus on right angles, identifying
them in shapes and the environment and using
mathematical vocabulary to compare angles and describe
turns.

Year 4

As mathematicians, we will begin by revisiting column
addition and subtraction, consolidating formal written
methods and applying them to a range of problem-solving
activities.

We will then develop our place value knowledge by
working with numbers to 10,000, comparing, ordering, and
partitioning four-digit numbers with increasing confidenge.
Finally, we will explore perimeter, learning to measure and
calculate the perimeter of regular and irregular shapes
while applying our understanding of length and addition.

Throughout the term, year 2,3 and 4 will continue to
strengthen fluency in key number facts, times tables, and
calculation strategies through daily practice.

Art:
Vocabulary: Charcoal, Chalk, Texture, Tone, Shade, Smudge, Sketch,
Blend, Pattern,

As artists, we will work with local artist
Claire Western to develop key charcoal
and chalk drawing skills. Inspired by
Stone Age cave art, children will
explore texture, tone and mark-making
techniques before creating their own.
striking prehistoric artwork to launch
their history learning.




Reading & Spelling:

The children will have daily reading comprehension/RWI and
spelling lessons. We will build on the range of texts and different
reading skills as the term progresses which will support their
understanding of text structure and author choice.

Weekly spellings will continue to be linked to our spelling
programme which children will bring home weekly.

Science:

Vocabulary: evaporation, condensation, temperature, Celsius, water cycle,
state, change, melting point, boiling point, solids, liquids, gases, melting,
freezing

As scientists, we will spend the first half term learning about
electricity. Children will make simple circuits and build on adding
more bulbs, buzzers and switches in a complete circuit.

After half term, our
science unit is, ‘states of
matter,” where children
will be introduced for the
first time to solids, liquids
and gases. They will
observe how some
materials change state
when they are heated or
cooled and measure
temperature in Celsius.
They will also explore
evaporation and condensation.

CHANGING STATES OF MATTER

Freezing
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Music:

This year, Otters and Foxes will all have the
opportunity to learn the violin. Ms Morgan
from Somerset Music provision will come
into school every Wednesday afternoon
and work with both Otters and Foxes
Classes. We look forward to sharing our
progress with you.
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RE:

This term in Discovery RE, our main focus will be on Judaism and
Christianity. Our RE will explore these key questions:

How special is the relationship Jews have with God?

What is the most significant part of the nativity story for
Christians today?

Computing:

As computer scientists, we will build on the programming skills
developed last year. We will begin by exploring and interpreting
branching databases, learning how information can be organised
and sorted using questions and categories. After half term, we
will develop our programming skills further by using micro:bits,
creating and debugging simple programs and discovering how
technology can be used to solve problems.

PE:

Our PE lessons this term will continue to follow the Real
scheme, with a focus on developing the Personal and Soc
Skills cogs.

Otters-PE will be on Wednesdays and Fridays.

Foxes-PE will be on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.

History
Vocabulary: Past, Historical, Empire, Legacy, Achievement, Culture
Beliefs, Settlements, Invasion

As historians, we will begin the term by exploring Britain’

prehistoric past through the Stone Age period, discovering

how people lived and how early communities developed
We will then move on to study one of the most importan
civilisations in British history, the Romans, learning abou
the Roman Empire, its achievements, beliefs and lasting
impact on Britain. Our visit to Somerset Museum will
provide an exciting opportunity to deepen and challenge
our understanding of this fascinating period in history.

The Roman empice at s
greatest extent in AD N7

Geography:

Vocabulary: OS map, capital, city, continent, land use, border,
county.

The children’s geography learning will be woven through
their history work on The Roman Empire. They will locate
the world’s countries and major cities with a key focus or
The Empire.

EXTENT OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE 1IN AD 117
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French:

This term, children will be working on their understandin
of schools in France and how to welcome someone. They
will learn how to name things in their local area and
consolidate introductory conversations in French.
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Design Technology:
This term, our DT links to our science learning on electrical Jigsaw/PSHE:
circuits where children will be learning to make a working torch.
This will enhance children’s skills in programming and using
electrical systems.

This term in Jigsaw, our learning will focus on the themes
‘Relationships’ and ‘Changing Me’. Through the
Relationships unit, children will explore friendships,
teamwork, and how to communicate kindly and
respectfully with others. Later in the term, the Changing
Me unit will help pupils understand growing and changin
build confidence in who they are, and learn positive ways

to manage new feelings and experiences.
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How you can help your child at home:

Reading:

Please support your child to read daily at home by either encouraging them to read independently, listening to them read or
sharing a book with them. Children who have completed the RWI scheme are encouraged to choose books which excite in the
hope that they will develop a lifelong love of reading. They can change their books as much as they like in class or in the schopl
library. Please do sign their reading log daily as each completed reading log will be celebrated in class.

Spellings:

Children have a different spelling rule to familiarise themselves with each week. Supporting your child with their spellings will
help with their writing. Children are tested on their spelling homework every week - you can find their test score on top of
their new homework sheet.

Maths:

Most weeks, children in year 3 and 4 will bring home a piece of maths which has been identified as needing more practise
during their maths lessons that week. They should be able to access this independently.

Time tables:

Please continue to use TTRS (Times Table Rock Stars) to become fluent in multiplication tables and the related division facts.
Children have been set the table that they are working on.

General reminders:

e Reading books should be in school every day as children have 10 minutes of individual reading straight after lunch.

e  PE kits should be kept in school and taken home at the end of each half term.

e Homework is set every Thursday. RWI books are changed every Thursday or when a new unit is started. However, all othier

reading books can be changed daily.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT




